
Great choices and great outcomes
- UCAS' services for applicants

Mat Welbourn
International Executive



Introduction to UCAS

▪ Central organisation through which applications are 
processed for entry to higher education courses in 
England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland

▪ We operate on behalf of all full-time courses at member 
higher education institutions (HEIs)

▪ All UK universities are members of UCAS
▫ Undergraduate courses are recruited through UCAS

http://www.ucas.com/


The provision of higher education in the UK

▪ Number of institutions
▪ Number of courses

304
50,000+



The competitive advantage

Gaining a place at university or college has three stages:
1. Research
2. The UCAS application
3. Consideration by HEIs

















Key features of the UCAS application process

▪ Maximum of 5 choices
▪ Some choice restrictions:

▫ Medicine, Veterinary, Dentistry – max 4 choices
▫ Oxford or Cambridge

▪ Simultaneous consideration
▪ ‘Invisibility’



Making a UCAS application

Every applicant has five sections to complete:
▪ Personal details
▪ Choices
▪ Education
▪ Employment
▪ Personal statement

Forward to tutor:
▪ Reference

UCAS
Universities / colleges



Key features of the UCAS application process

Mid-June

Early-September

15 October

15 January

30 June

▪ Apply available for student registration

▪ First date for receipt of Apply applications

▪ Early ‘on-time’ deadline:
▫ Medicine, Veterinary and Dentistry
▫ Oxford or Cambridge

▪ Deadline for all other ‘on-time’ applications

▪ Final date for submission of ‘on-time’
overseas applications



Decision making by institutions

▪ An admissions tutor may initially make one of three 
decisions:
▫ Unconditional offer
▫ Conditional offer
▫ Unsuccessful

▪ Or recommend:
▫ A place on an alternative course



Applicant replies to offers

▪ Once the final decision has been received, a maximum of 
two offers may be held

▪ Applicants have a choice of three reply options:

▫ Firm acceptance

▫ Insurance acceptance

▫ Decline the offer



Questions

Customer Service Unit
+44 (0)871 468 0 468
enquiries@ucas.ac.uk
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