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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.
Why Is a good application important?
A

® Some subjects are over-subscribed
* Medicine
* Law
* Pharmacy
* Dentistry
* Veterinary Science

® So are many “famous” Universities

* Many individual courses can also be oversubscribed in
undersubscribed academic areas
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Understand how we use an application
A

1. We look at your predicted grades (10 seconds)
2. We look at your achieved grades (30 seconds)
3. We read your Personal Statement (2 minutes)
1. Many A.Ts will make a decision here to offer
4. We read the Reference (1 minutes)
1. Many A.Ts will make a decision here to offer or reject
5. We ask for further information ( several days)
1. A final decision must be made
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Get into the right mindset

“Just who am | writing this darned thing for?”
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

What the PS/SL is for
A

®* To tell the Admissions Tutor
® About your interest in studying his/her subject
* About your skills that will make you good at studying his/her subject
* What your aims are / how you see your career developing
® About how studying his/her subject will meet your aims
* About which skills will be developed on his/her course
* Why you love his/her subject
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

What the PS/SL Is not for
A

®* To tell us him/her why you want to study at their university
* That you are a nice person*

®* To tell us how good you are at sports*

* To tell us what your parents/guardians do

®* An exercise in Google/Yahoo use / A chance to copy

* To provide us with witty quotes or a bibliography
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

What must be included
| e—

®* The subject area
®* Previous experience of the area
® Or evidence of deep research and thought
* A skills audit
®* Passion (genuine interest)
® |nsight
* Brilliant construction
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Arming yourself

Education @

Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

.

* Finding out what to write

* UCAS Entry profiles — read everything (www.ucas.ac.uk)

* Admissions website

* Admissions Statements

* Departmental website

® Focus on 2 or 3 courses only
® Ask for further information*

®* Prospectuses?

® University websites?

* Me?

*don’t waste my time

XFORD

BROOKES

UNIVERSITY

a¥r
Starting in September?
Find out what happens next..

. .
Select course level... w ‘fear of enlry... » " Search by keyword... [ele]

+ COUrses + Oxford and the region
» Finance and fees
= Bupport services

= Support = Keyfacts

= English courses = Howtofind us

ﬁ v

> Contact and meet us > Askus a guestion = Job yacancies

Mews  Open days

Council rejects plans
Ccford City Councillors have rejected
b s the proposed 132 milion pound

redevelopment of Oxford Brookes'

=»Swine flu: latest information

=% Students and staff

> Hotmail delivery problems



http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
http://www.ucas.ac.uk/
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

Arming yourself 2

.

®* Create a checklist from the Entry Profile/ Admissions Statement
etc.
®* Understand the language
®* Must haves...
® Should show....
®* Must show....
* Preference given to....
* A knowledge of “X” is helpful....
* Demonstrable skills in....
®* Must demonstrate knowledge of.....
* Industry knowledge....
* Relevant work experience needed....
* Current events....
* Attention to detall....
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The first draft — an interview
A

® List the basic questions
®* What does he have to ask you?
®* He has a checklist...nave you?

* Answer the basic questions

®* Remove the basic questions

* Restructure your answers so they flow in a logical order
e Expand the answers and give examples

* Apply the “so what?” rule

* What other questions might he ask?
* Extend beyond the basics, demonstrate your understanding
®* Ask a tutor to read it

* Rewrite it, again, and again, and again.....

@
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

So What?

———_

e Community Service ...... Helped repair an orphanage?

* Time management, teamwork, responsibility, independent work,
something unexpected....

* Travel....?
* Multiculturalism, budgeting, fear, excitement, languages....
e Extra Curricular 1....Sports?

® Delegation, responsibility, diplomacy, conflict resolution, motivation,
self-reliance, team work, forward planning....

e Extra Curricular 2....Drama Production?

* Teamwork, Time management, cultural sensitivity, marketing and
communication, resource management....

* Always apply the “so what” rule — make it relevant

* Why /how does it relate to the study of..your career plan...your
interest...your passion
11
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

Anything Else?

.

®* Be creative (but don't lie)

* Market yourself — you are amazing

®* The greatest piece of fiction based on fact you will write

®* Don’t use gquotes

* We want to know what you think — not what Shakespeare thought
* Avoid Clichés

®* Having seen people injured in a fire | wanted to become a doctor —
why not go into fire prevention?

* | want to cure cancer... - then become a scientist, not a doctor

* Spelling, grammar, concision, metre, tone
— does it sound nice and interesting?
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Poor Examples

 ———
Computer Science at XXXX University, |

i
P PRFLFIMEAT 1R I-l-ud--‘ _]-"h] Irl'I

JrVe[nl[E; irSIJrH / § ﬁo?’;’e.gﬁ gr@ MWV%(?&H%% s!udy in
Hntdkeitelnalifeard fgeat Syut
bmwamgll%ﬁnsg ) u_;-»;nﬂ_;-v-,,_g;,-aﬁr—:-n-- y-Hife-right-now:thfortunatly i was blinded by the

ati Shetter 18 v'.E Ilfe But then one day i realised to be succsesfull
means that i need to work halrd set forth andﬁ" G '_ :
"..;&.*-::‘:"r.'i.':.::.-:* :
| considered myself to that ofia pack of wolvesr zachwolf a characteristic of my own whether it was my past,
present future or yet devided i was. TW segict pﬁarﬁthe pack, but luckily this past summer i went to
this program in oxford called the oxfarﬁ;"ﬁ-"a' foar:Taam) nged my life. | studied there Politics and
economics and through that|i learntiyy ereﬁzﬁi@_ "—E-.ﬁ@ instant i{knew that i can help people with

what i could learn in the future, and it &-the H_rg#i""" uSt'change for|the better of course.
e = L-

| have four other siblings, all of them stoehE: @gllsh '@g&ms/school except me, i guess i was the odd one
out. Yet that only strengthened my resiieto. get bettef: drglish and exceed them and many other
students whose native language.is er;“' ihkave nevm*g{gg{& given up fand my way of life is "If you fall down
seven times , you stand up ejght" it gives Hiea" burnm@”ﬁ'ééﬁ%&@ succeec|i in anything i do.

P AL TR B g v anbbesd .--.-—u. st b 'I'l-'lLI L]

Over all i think i would be a Jr i
students and prove first to my sgjrang tﬁé?‘] ‘to evelrygnenes (518
in the beginning.”

' lege. | would excel and pass many
only i can do it but never doubted myself
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

Good Examples

.

* It will be unique

e |t will focus on you, your skills, the course(s) you have chosen and your
aims

* |t will make a point just once

* |t will flow logically

* |t will create an argument supporting your admission

* |t will indicate your in-depth understanding

* It will show how the course will help you meet your aims

* |t will show you to be a joy to teach

* |t may show that you have the required independent study skills not to be
a burden to the academic staff*

14
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Innovative. Individual. Inspirational.

Questions?

| e—

Thank you for your attention

WWWw.ucas.ac.uk
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